...Is the Determining Factor

"Either you tried to make a specific ball in a specific pocket {intent) or you did anything else.
It doesn't matter what you call it - the anything el se gets marked as defense."

In the perfect world of pool, all players would call
theit opponents' attention to defensive shots, even
before shooting them. Unfortunately, in the real
wotld of pool, that doesn't always happen. When
keeping score, be sure to mark a defensive shot 1f
vou believe your teammate or his opponent did not
intend to pocket a ball. Eemember that if 15 not
necessaty for the scoresheets of hoth teams to
agree on the number of defensive shots.

Some players tusunderstand what constitutes a
defensive shot (also called a safety). & defensive
shot occurs when there 15 no intent to pocket a ball.
Intert 12 the key word, and certanly leaves room
for judgement. In order to protect the integnty of
The Equedizer® handicap systern it's important
for Team Captans and hagher-skilled players to
educate lower-skilled players on what a defensive
shot 12, To help understand what constitutes a
defensive shot, let's rewiew some examples
keeping in tind that dstert 15 the determining

fartor:

Example 1.

& player 15 left "hooked" and unable to shoot
directly at one of b 15 object balls, He "kicks" at a
hall siting midway between the side and comer
pockets, almost touching the ral. He hits the
object ball just hard enough for it to contact the
ral, making a legal hit and not giving up
ball-in-hand.  Was there am internt to make a ball?
Neoo A defersive shot should beve beern marked (I
the plaver had kit the olvect ball at least hard
enangh to drive it away fom the rail it wonldd thee
b a fudgemert call om iz intent )

Example 2:
& player does not have a "makeable" or "high

shot and decides to leawve lus
opponient i a diffieult situation, rather than
atternpt a difficult shot He shoots one of his
object balls softly to the ral and makes the cue
hall roll 1n behind his object ball, leawing his
opponent with no shot -- or a difficult one at best.

This ir the most obvious defensive shot

percentage”

Example 3;

& player 15 well ahead 1n a game or match and
decides to putposely tiss a few shots. This is
unethical and a form of cheating, hetter known as
sandbagging, that could disqualify aplayer or teamn
in Local League play or at an APA National
Tournament. The way to prevent sandbagging 15
to ek a defersive shot when you believe there
wes no intent by the plaver to mcdoe o bedl. This 15
ohwiously a judgement call. If every scorekesper
marked defensive shots when they believed
sandbagmng was taking place, 1t would be
pointless for players to attempt sandbagoing In
order for sandbagoing to occur, BOTH teams must
fall to follow the rules. The shooter tmust
deliberately cheat, and histher teamn and the
opponent's teamn must fail to mark the deliberate
tnisses as defensive shots It 15 hard to design a
systetn  tore  secure than one that requires
deliberate cheating by one team and the negligence
of the other team in order for sandbagoing to
occur. S it is the scorckseper's opirmion that a
plenper did not interrd to pocket a ball a defersive
shot showild be marked

We need vour help to protect the integnty of Fhe
Eguedizer® handicap systern. Please display
good sportamanship by announcng your defensive
shots and help others to recogrize them. Vour
passion to wan should newver be comprormised by

sandhagoingl




